The paper discusses the succession choices of peasant men and women in Breg, an area on the south-eastern outskirts of Trieste,1 which in the 19th century was the most important port of the Habsburg monarchy.2 The area, beginning less than ten kilometres from the city centre, was part of the municipality of Dolina, which as the seat of religious and political authority played the role of local political and cultural centre. From the beginning of the 16th century to 1814 it belonged administratively to Carniola, while clerically it was subordinate to the Diocese of Trieste. The administrative separation from Trieste and the existence of the Dolina deanery, led by Slovenian priests from Carniola, ensured that the villages of Breg, which were inhabited by a Slovenian-speaking population, enjoyed a relatively independent political life, and prevented the meddling of Italian-speaking city authorities in local matters.

